This study is a descriptive study carried out to determine the opinions of elementary school students related to unethical behavior and the causes of these behaviors in the use of information and communication technologies (ICT). For this aim, opinions of students' in regard to unethical behavior and the causes of unethical behavior in the use of information and communication technologies were collected. The working group of the study consisted of 358 students who attend to elementary school during the school year of 2011-2012. Findings indicated that the participants' awareness level was high on the unethical behavior of ICT. According to the results, the causes of unethical behaviors of the elementary school students in the use of ICT were listed as "not having enough knowledge about legal responsibilities, friends' roles, social responsibilities, not having sufficient knowledge about ethics, moral values, family, believing that no one will be impaired, financial status, and religious beliefs".
Introduction
Primary school students' are in intense interaction with information and communication technologies (ICT) during their school and social life. If students' intensive interactions with ICT are developed in the ethical and legal framework, possible future problems may be prevented. Since primary school age children are in a constant process of socialization through the family, school, social environment and the mass media, they are one of the most affected groups by the popular culture, computers, and popular culture products such as the Internet (Kaya & Tuna, 2010) . Technology has become an integral part of everyday life. Individuals in this new era have become selfsufficient with the help of technology and were alienated against society (Kocacık, 2003) . For this reason ethical dilemmas in the use of ICT may lead to unwanted behavior patterns. Ethical dilemma arises when argued righteous are contrary to each other on either side. It is the conflict of two or more values and the difficulty of the selection among those values (Kutlu, 2008; Şen, 2009; Toraman & Akcan, 2003) .
Purpose of the study
In today's society, radical changes have emerged in economic, cultural and social structures with the rapid developments in information and communication technologies. This situation has brought along with issues about unethical behavior in the use of ICT and ethical dilemmas (Yüksel, 2002) . It has been widely observed that today's students' use ICT at every stage in their education and social lives. During their usage of ICT negative behavior forms occur. For this reason, taking necessary measures about unethical behavior in the use of ICT by determining students' levels of awareness about the potential negative behavior and by recognizing the causes of unethical behavior may be considered very important. In this context, this research aimed to determine the opinions of elementary school students related to unethical behavior and the causes of these behaviors in the use of ICT.
Methodology
This study is a descriptive study. The purpose of the study was to investigate students' opinions about unethical behavior and the causes of unethical behavior in the use of information and communication technologies. Thus, answering the question which was formed as "What are students' views about unethical behavior in the use of information and communication technologies?" was the main aim of this study. Data used in this study was originally collected for a thesis written by the first author under the advisement of the second author. Only a small portion of the data collected for that research was used in this study.
Study Group
The working group of the study consisted of 358 students from various schools who attend to elementary school during the school year of 2011-2012. In terms of gender, 51.1% of the participants were female and 48.9% of them were male. In terms of class attended, 33,2% of the participants was in 6 th grade, 33,8% of the participants was in 7 th grade, and 33,0% of the participants was in 8 th grade.
Data Collection and Data Analysis
In collecting data two instruments, developed by the researchers, were used. The first instrument, "Personal Information Form" was used to gather information about participants' demographic characteristics. The second instrument, "Unethical Behavior in the use of Information and Communication Technologies Survey" was used to find out students' opinions about unethical behavior and the cause of these behaviors in the use of information and communication technologies. In analyzing the data frequencies and percentages were reported.
Findings and Discussion
According to the distribution of students' opinions about unethical behavior in the use of information and communication technologies as displayed in Table 1 , it is seen that participants' awareness level was high on unethical behavior of ICT.
Students' opinions about unethical behavior in the items of the questionnaire examined and it seen that unethical behaviors in social networking environments, knowledge, documents and studies gained over the internet without reference such as plagiarism have often been found like an unethical behavior by the participants as displayed in Table 1 . For all that; findings about sharing and copying of unlicensed software were examined, it seen that students have revealed more ethical dilemmas about these behaviors in the use of ICT more than other substances. In addition, students' opinions about sharing and duplicating of unlicensed software were determined and it was found that perception of students' opinions of "ethical behavior" was more than other substances with (18,72 + 5,86=24,58) 24.58% and perception of students' opinions of "undecided" was more than other substances with 14.25% as displayed in Table 1 . As related to this item of survey; concept of distance created by virtual environment could be argued that distance was caused for students tend to thinking of sharing with friends was an "ethical behavior" and students rather than considering the interests of them and his/her close colleagues to overseeing the owner of software's rights. It can be difficult for individuals to empathize with other people about the consequences of unethical behavior in the use of ICT because of the distance and communication problems created by virtual environment. For this reason individuals may prefer to consider their own interests (Torun, 2007) .
Distribution of students' opinions about the causes of unethical behavior in the use of information and communication technologies displayed in Table 2 . According to the distribution of students' opinions about the cause of unethical behavior in the use of information and communication technologies as displayed in Table 2 , it is seen that the causes of unethical behaviors of the elementary school students in the use of ICT were listed as "not having enough knowledge about legal responsibilities, friends' roles, social responsibilities, not having sufficient knowledge about ethics, moral values, family, believing that no one will be impaired, financial status, and religious beliefs".
The Results and Suggestions
Findings indicated that the participants' awareness level was high on unethical behavior of ICT. It can be said that the scope of ICT course offered in schools, being taken up issues such as cyber crimes, types of software according to usage rights could be contributed the formation of general awareness about ethical behavior. In this context, it can be said that ICT course can be an important router to ensure elementary school students' effective, efficient and ethical usage in ICT.
It was found that "not having sufficient knowledge about ethics and not having enough knowledge about legal responsibilities" were the main issues/factors causing the unethical behaviors in using ICT. Thus, it could be suggested that starting from the elementary school, every individual should be provided with training on ethical issues. In this way, disadvantages that individuals may face such as potential security threats and ethical dilemmas can be minimized in the use of computer and internet technologies.
In addition, since ICT teachers are role model for their students, especially in the use of ICT, those teachers at schools could be provided with training on how computer and Internet technologies can be used effectively, efficiently, and ethically. It would also be advisable that ethics and issues related to ethics could be included in the content of ICT related courses of the programs in higher education institutions where prospective computer teachers are trained.
